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WELCOME GUESTS.  
We are delighted to have you with us this morning! We hope 
that you will stay following the service to meet others and 

enjoy light refreshments. Our ushers can offer activity bags for 
children attending worship. Visiting children are invited to join 
other children in the chancel for the Children’s Message.  Your 
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child may be more comfortable if you come along. 

The Order of Worship 

4th Sunday in Lent (A) 

March 22, 2020  

 
(Let us prepare for worship as we enter the Sanctuary) 
As you enter the sanctuary, we invite you to make the 
transition from “getting here” to “being here.”  Take these 
moments of quiet time to come fully into the presence of 
God and the faith community. 

Before our worship, listen to and speak quietly with 
God… 

during worship, hear God speak to you… 
following worship, speak to one another in love.   

 

Large Print Hymnals are available from the ushers. 
* Please rise as you are able/† Items projected on the screen 
 

Prelude   Movements I and II from Sonata No. 4  

by Georg Philipp Telemann  

 

Welcome and Announcements  

  
†*Call to Worship   

One: The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you.  

One: The Lord is my shepherd.     

There is nothing I lack. 

All:  God guides me in proper paths 



 

 

 

for the sake of God’s good name. 

One:  God bathes my head in oil; 

my cup is so full it spills over! 

All:  Yes, God’s goodness and faithful love 

will pursue me all the days of my life. 
 

†*Hymn#301 “Let Us Build a House”        v. 1 & 5 

 

†Prayer of Confession  (Praying first in silent confession) 

One:  As children of God’s light,  we are called to do 

what is pleasing to the Lord: to participate in what is 

good and right and true, and expose what is unfruitful 

and evil. Knowing that we turn from the light, we bring 

our confession to God, so that what is hidden in us 

becomes visible, and the shadows of our hearts may be 

illumined by grace. 

All:  Gracious God, 

we are people who still love darkness  

rather than light.  

We keep shameful deeds secret,  

but flaunt our occasional acts of virtue. 

We see ourselves as blameless, 

but pass judgment on others. 

We do not stand firmly enough with those who 

are vulnerable,  

but step back, protecting ourselves. 



 

 

 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Bring us into your light that we may 

see ourselves rightly. 

Bring us into your light that we may 

know ourselves loved. 

Bring us into your light that we may 

live more fruitful lives.  

Keep raising us, we pray, from the deadness of sin, 

and shine upon us with your grace. 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, 

the light of the world. Amen. 
 
 

†The Words of Assurance  

One:  The psalmist assures us 

that God’s goodness and mercy will follow us,  

even pursue us, 

all the days of our life. 

As God’s forgiven people, 

receive this goodness and mercy, 

and live a new life in the grace of Jesus Christ. 

All:  We will live as children of the light  
 
 

†*Joyful Response#583  “Glory to God” 
Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest! 

Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia! 



 

 

 

 

 

†Sung Prayer for Illumination #455 

“Listen to the Word That God Has Spoken” 

Listen to the word that God has spoken; 

listen to the One who is close at hand; 

listen to the voice that began creation; 

listen even if you don’t understand. 

 
 

†Epistle Reading:  Ephesians 5.8-14 

 

Special Music       Solo 
 

†Gospel Reading:  Matthew 5.13-16  

One: This is the Word of the Lord 

 All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Message     "Living as Children of Light"       

              Rev. Scott Cartwright   
 

†*Hymn#834 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”     
  

 

†Affirmation of Faith          

We are the people of God. 

We are a sign of the New World. 

We are the sisters and brothers of Jesus. 



 

 

 

We believe in God.   

We believe in the goodness of God, 

 the presence of God in human history, 

  and the nearness of God’s love.     

We believe in Christ. 

We believe  

that God was and is revealed in human life, 

  that out of human suffering  

may come rescue and healing, 

 that out of death comes new life. 

We believe in the Eternal Spirit,  

who moves among God’s people  

and invites the world into God’s reign. 

We believe that the world can change, 

 that peace and wholeness can come, 

  and that the New World can arrive. 

We are the people of God. 

We are a sign of the New World. 

We are the sisters and brothers of Jesus. 
 

Prayers of the People/Pastoral Prayer  
(Prayer requests can be made on the prayer cards found in pew rack 

in front of you and will be picked up during Children’s Message). 
 

†Invitation to Prayer (Let us sing together)#468 v.4 

“Lord, Be Glorified” 

In your world, Lord, be glorified; be glorified. 



 

 

 

In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 

†The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts,  as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Reception of Tithes & Offerings   

Offertory    “Andante” Movement III from Sonata No. 4  

by Georg Phillipp Telemann  

 

†*Offertory Response#713 “Touch the Earth Lightly”  v. 4 

God of all living, God of all loving, 

God of the seedling, the snow, and the sun, 

teach us, deflect us, 

Christ reconnect us, 

using us gently and making us one. 

 

†*Unison Offertory Prayer 
In gratitude, O God, we come to your table, 

into your presence, into your house. 

For all that you have done for us, most especially,  

for bringing us into the light of Jesus Christ,  



 

 

 

we offer our thanks and praise. 

We long to live as children of light, 

doing what is pleasing to you 

and bearing the fruit of the light 

through Jesus Christ, who awakens those who sleep,  

and raises those who are dead to new life. 

In his name we pray.  Amen. 
 

†*Hymn#463 “How Firm a Foundation”     v.1-2 
 

†*Blessing and Sending 
 

Postlude  “Vivace” Movement IV from Sonata No. 4  

by Georg Phillipp Telemann  
You are invited to sit to enjoy the Postlude   
 

Portions of the liturgy adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship 

Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 © 2013 Westminster John Knox 

Press.  Taught by Love, Worship Resources for Year A by Lavon Bayler, p. 60-

61 (Pilgrim Press, 2002).   
 

 
 

Guest Musician 

Brad Wright - Recorder  


