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2125 Tower Drive 

Woodbury, MN  55125 

ATTENDANCE 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

PATHWAYS                         

 YES! Trinity is on Facebook!  

    Be sure to “like” and “follow” Trinity Presbyterian Church! VISIT: https://www.facebook.com/TrinityWoodbury/  

*Actual donations start of 2020 
thru August:  $153,681 

 

*Budgeted donations through 
August:  $146,354 

 

*Difference:  +$7,326 

       OCTOBER 2020 

Franklin 

Kenneth 

Friesema 

Trinity Welcomes Baby Franklin! 

Born on 9/11/2020 Proud, Big Brother Sam, holding Franklin. 

                      

 

 

 

What:  Youth Group Partnership Kick off BBQ for Middle 
and High School Youth 

 Who: 6th-12th grade youth from Trinity Presbyterian, North 
St. Paul Presbyterian & New Life Presbyterian.  

 When: SUN, OCT 4th, from 4:30-6:30 pm 

 Where: Trinity Presbyterian Church. Dress to be outside. 

 Details: Hot dogs, chips, smores, and beverages provided. 

This outdoor event which will adhere to social distancing and 
mask usage recommendations.  

Youth & Parents,                                                                                                             
Peace be with you! This year youth group will dare to live into Jesus’ 
transforming love as we try out a combined hybrid youth group model.  

Trinity Presbyterian, North Church & New Life Presbyterian will join to-
gether to fellowship, learn and laugh once a week starting with our kick-
off at Trinity Pres Oct 4

th
 from 4:30pm-6:30pm.  

Each week after we will meet virtually from 5pm-6pm and get together 
once a month in person while observing safe practices.  

This will be a new adventure for all of us as we journey together, we be-
lieve that we are stronger together, and together we are the body of 
Christ.  

Here are the links to the churches websites so you can find out more info 
about each other if you like: https://www.trinitywoodbury.org/, http://
northchurch-mn.org/, http://www.newlifechurchroseville.org/home 

 

With Joy, Pastors April, James & Riz                                                                                            

Come to learn about how the year will unfold! 

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityWoodbury/
https://www.trinitywoodbury.org/
http://northchurch-mn.org/
http://northchurch-mn.org/
http://www.newlifechurchroseville.org/home
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Trinity Presbyterian Program Financial Summary Thru month of  Aug-20 

 Month Actual YTD Actual YTD Budget  Annual Budget 

Total Program Donations $10,255.51 $153,681.20 $146,354.82 $219,532.26 

Total Program Expenditures $13,122.76 $122,910.16 $152,820.26 $229,737.73 

Donations Less Expenses ($2,867.25) $30,771.04 ($6,465.44) ($10,205.47) 

Checking Roll Forward Add $833.37 $6,666.96 $6,666.68 $10,000.00 

Income Less Expenses ($2,033.88) $37,438.00 $201.24 ($205.47) 

     

Mortgage Fund Donations $2,552.31 $39,959.68   

Mortgage Expense $6,269.32 $50,154.56   

Mortgage Balance $277,477.39   Placed for Oct. 

 

A Letter from Trinity’s  Generosity & Finance Committee  
What is Generosity? The University of Notre Dame’s Science of Generosity Project defines generosity as “the vir-
tue of giving good things to others freely and abundantly.” When we think deeply about this definition, three parts 
stand out clearly. Generosity is giving “good things”, giving “freely”, and giving “abundantly.” 

 

We can deepen our experience of generosity by moving from acts of generosity to cultivating an attitude of generos-
ity. When we embody an attitude of generosity, the good things we share expand out from deep within our hearts as 
an offering of freedom from fear–no one need fear that I will harm them, no one need fear that I will take from them 
what is not mine, no one need fear that I will cause harm with my words. To show up in the world, especially when 
working with youth, as love and safety, is generous beyond measure. 

 

Giving Good Things When we practice generosity, the “good things” that we give can take many forms. Certainly, 
some “things” are tangible items like toys, blankets, and food. Giving material things to help others is both a valua-
ble and needed act of generosity. We can also give things like our time, our talents, and our full presence when we 
are with the youth we serve. A quick and important caution with giving things: in my years of service in Title 1 
schools, and economically marginalized communities, I have come to know that it is critical that we remember to 
give with respect and humility, acknowledging ourselves as equals in the giver-receiver relationship. 

 

Giving Freely How we give is as important as what we give. It’s said that there are two kinds of giving: one-handed 
giving and open-handed giving. One-handed giving is when we offer something a bit unwillingly. I once had a fellow 
teacher comment on a book he saw displayed on a shelf in my classroom. He mentioned how fondly he remem-
bered his mother reading the book to him as a child. I had purchased the book as a brand-new teacher and it had 
been a beloved part of my collection for many years. I didn’t want to part with it, but I offered it anyway. My friend 
was so grateful, and I was happy for him as I watched him flip through the pages. But, as I watched him walk away 
with the book, I had a yearning in my heart, a subtle feeling of loss. I had given the book away with just one hand. 

 

Contrary to one-handed giving, open-handed, or open-hearted generosity is a way of letting go with kindness and 
gentleness that has no regret, no feeling of loss associated with it. Open-hearted generosity is a boundless gener-
osity that expands and lightens the heart because it is rooted deeply in the concept that we are one, there is no sep-
aration between us. I have a dear friend who is both kind and gentle. She is that kind of person who is easy to love 
and be around. She once complimented me on a pair of earrings I had just purchased that day and that I couldn’t 
wait to wear. Yet, the moment she smiled at them I knew that they belonged to her. Without even really thinking, I 
took them off and gave them to her. It was a fluid kind of gesture, it just happened without thought, judgement, or 
hesitation. When she put the earrings on, they looked stunning and the felt sensation that followed was an opening 
and lightening of the space between my collar bone and lower ribs. When we practice generosity in an open-handed 
way, there is no reluctance, only a forward movement toward the authentic way of the heart. 

 

Giving Abundantly Giving abundantly invites us to draw deeply upon knowing that our lives are plentiful. Within 
each of us, there is an unlimited supply of love and compassion. It is from this abundant heart space that generosity 
flows from. 

 

Consider this story told by Thich Nhat Hahn: 
There is a kind of vegetable in Vietnam called he (pronounced “hey”). It belongs to the onion family and looks like a 
scallion, and it is very good in soup. The more you cut the he plants at the base, the more they grow. If you don’t cut 
them, they won’t grow very much. But if you cut them often, right at the base of the stalk, they grow bigger and big-
ger. This is also true of the practice of generosity. If you give and continue to give, you become richer and richer all 
the time, richer in terms of happiness and well-being. This may seem strange, but it is always true. 
 
Your Generosity and Finance Committee, 

 

John Griffiths, Jay Wilkinson, Stephanie Hoekstra (Financial Sec.), Dan Freeman (Treasurer), & Lee Houck (Chair) 

 



Details: Gather via Zoom from 2:30 to 3:30 pm    

(Note: Temporary time change until 11/17).                     

Contact Pastor April with questions.                                              

https://www.trinitywoodbury.org/videos 

 Facebook  Prayer 
 

  

 

 Details: Gather via Zoom from 2:30 to 3:30 

pm (Note: Temporary time change until 

11/17). Contact Pastor April with questions. 

Tuesdays @ 2:30 - The Parables of Jesus - 

ZOOM Bible study.  

Tuesdays 

2:30 pm 

Prayer-Full Pause  

Wednesdays 
 

12:00 pm  

 

 

Participants will explore and discuss the reasons behind our reluctance to engage 

in fruitful dialogue about race and racism. The session will also provide opportuni-

ties to dispel common misconceptions about racism and the responsibilities of all 

Christians to intentionally engage in this difficult dialogue.  

Contemporary Issues Discussion - Wednesdays 6-7pm via Zoom 
Upcoming Topics: “Is Affirmative Action Still Needed?”   

& “Do Segregated Churches Imply Racism?” 

 There are many reasons why it is difficult to talk about race and racism.  

There are also many reasons why we must and should have this conversation.  

 

QUICK FACTS  

 Since 1940, World Communion Sunday is an ecumenical celebration of our oneness in 
the Spirit and the Gospel of Jesus Christ, bringing churches together in Christian unity.  

 The Peace & Global Witness Offering builds on the Presbyterian Commitment to 
Peacemaking established in 1980.  

 World Communion Sunday (October 4) is the most common Sunday for receiving the 
Offering, but many congregations promote the Offering throughout A Season of Peace 
(September 6 – October 4).  

 25% of the Offering stays with local congregations, and 25% with mid councils to unite 
congregations to support peacemaking in their regions. See page 5 for examples of 
how others have used their retained funds.  

 50% of this Offering supports the work for peace and reconciliation being done by Pres-
byterians across the globe.   

The Peace & Global Witness Offering encourages the 
church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and divi-
sion, and embrace our reconciling God's mission to 
those around the corner and around the world. 

2020 Peace & Global Witness, September 6 - October 4           
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September 9, 2020 -  In a letter to UN officials, the World Council of Churches (WCC) 

urges an end to violence and the violation of human rights in Cameroon. 

“Violence broke out in November 2016 in Cameroon’s English-speaking region, the north-

west and southwest provinces,” writes Peter Prove, WCC director of International Affairs. 

“The authorities used lethal force against protestors who were complaining about the use of 

French in Anglophone courts and schools.” 

Since then, the conflict has escalated, resulting in more than 12,000 deaths, although local 

sources claim the real number could be double that figure. “More than 1,500,000 have lost 

their homes and become internally displaced,” states Prove. 

Prove also notes that, when a UN expert on minority issues visited Cameroon in 2013, she 

first expressed concerns about violations of the rights of individuals advocating for greater 

political autonomy or secession for the Anglophone region, and then made a series of rec-

ommendations. “We consider that these recommendations have not been implemented, and 

the situation has greatly deteriorated since her visit,” writes Prove. “All those who have com-

mitted human rights violations on all sides should be investigated and held to account for 

what they have done.” 

WCC Appeals to UN: Human Rights Must Be Upheld In Cameroon 

 Confirmation Student Recognition Service -  

September 13, 2020 


