
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

2125 Tower Drive 

Woodbury, MN  55125 

651-738-0045 

 
Find us on Facebook  

or on our website: 
www.trinitywoodbury.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10/18 - 54 
10/25 - 63 
11/1 - 65 
11/8 - 60 
11/15 - 55 

Actual program donations 
start of 2020 thru Octo-
ber:  $193,917 

Budgeted program dona-
tions through October 
$182,943 

Difference:  +$10,974 

 

PCUSA  News……….1-2 

Christmas Eve Service..2 

In-Person Worship….....3 

Giving & Finance………4 

Thank YOU!.…………...5 

Bible Study & B-days....6 

PATHWAYS                            DECEMBER 2020 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

ATTENDANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

PHONE NUMBERS! 

EMAIL ADDRESSES! 

HOME ADDRESSES! 

All At Your Fingertips!  

Need an address? A  
phone number? Use the 
Trinity online directory 
or pick up a hard copy in 
the office. It’s constantly 
updated and made ac-
cessible to you for your  
convenience. If your info 
needs updating, please 
email the church office. If 
you need the directory 
password, please call the 
office. Trinity website: 
www.trinitywoodbury.org 

N I G E R I A        
N O V  1 0 ,  2 0 2 0  

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) stands in solidarity with our partners in the 
Presbyterian Church of Nigeria (PCN), applauding the courage and passion of 
the young people who have been leading popular protests against police brutal-
ity in Nigeria and lamenting the Nigerian military’s heavy-handed response to 
these peaceful demonstrations. We give thanks for organizations such as the 
Civil Society Coalition for Poverty Eradication (CISCOPE), which serve as cata-
lysts for change by promoting broad public participation in the design, imple-
mentation, and monitoring of Nigeria’s public policies and programs. 

For years, Nigeria’s Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) has operated with im-
punity, despite accusations of systematic human rights violations, including ex-
trajudicial executions, torture, arbitrary detentions, kidnappings, and extortion. 
Widespread and sustained protests broke out in Nigeria on October 8, after 
SARS officers were caught on video shooting an unarmed man. 

On October 20, while more than 120,000 
people worldwide watched via one pro-
tester’s Instagram livestream, unarmed 
protesters were shot and killed as they 
sang the national anthem and waved the 
Nigerian flag at Lekki Toll Gate in Lagos. 
Nigeria’s military has denied involvement 
in the massacre, but international human 
rights agencies have presented evidence 
to challenge this claim. In the chaos and 
outrage that followed the killings, inci-
dents of looting and arson occurred, adding 
to the suffering Nigeria has experienced. 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) welcomes the PCN’s prophetic statement 
urging the federal government to warn security agencies against using force to 
disperse protesters and calling for “an end to police brutality, extortion, abuse of 
power, and extrajudicial killing in every form.” 

We affirm the PCN’s plea for security policy reforms that enable Nigeria’s secu-
rity forces to carry out their duties within properly established legal bounds 
through improved training of police officers and provision of equipment appro-
priate to their roles. And we join the PCN in praying that public officials will re-
spond constructively and meaningfully to the voices of peaceful protesters so 
that violence does not become perceived as the only means of prompting social 
change. 

Recognizing that the people of Nigeria and the United States share a common 
desire for better living conditions, social justice, and genuine human security, let 
us join together in remembering all who have been affected by the recent popu-
lar uprisings in Nigeria and the U.S.A. Let us pray for God’s help in overcoming 
the challenges our nations currently confront so that all may enjoy life in full-
ness:      (continued on page 2) 

 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)   

October 8, 2020 — Late at night after being addressed by 

the Lagos (Nigeria) State Chief of Staff, all protesters de-

cided to take a knee as the National Anthem was played. 

Photo by Toby James Candids | Wikimedia Commons  

Expresses Solidarity with Nigerian Partners 



 

God of all people, all places, and all ages, 
We come with heavy hearts, knowing that you desire your children to live together in peace, joy, and love. In Nige-
ria, we witness the strength of young people rising up against police brutality, and the violent attacks to quash 
their bravery. We watch with sadness and horror when violence surges against the innocent and human lives are 
torn apart. 

You have shown us through Jesus Christ what it means to live with courage and seek your will for the world. The 
Holy Spirit surrounds and comforts all who mourn and empowers all who struggle for righteousness and justice. 

So we commit ourselves to sharing and embodying your desires for a beloved worldwide community where all can 
live in peace. Be with our siblings in Nigeria who are working to create safety, peace, and justice in their nation and 
help us to walk with them in these turbulent times. We pray that your peace, presence, and power fill all who are 
suffering and that your justice reign in all places where there are outbreaks of violence. 
DEPARTMENT: None 

LANGUAGE: English 

AGENCY: Office of the General Assembly 

TAGS: ciscope, civil society coalition for poverty eradication, lagos, nigeria, pcn, police brutality, presbyterian church of nigeria, protest, sars, special anti-robbery squad 

TOPICS: Civil Rights, Nigeria 
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 Christmas Eve Worship at Trinity 
 

2020 has been an unusual year and Trinity has been very flexible, 
pivoting when necessary and embracing the challenges that have 
been set before us.  Along the same lines, Advent will also look 
and feel a little different than what we are accustomed to.  At its 
November meeting, the Session decided to offer Christmas Eve 
worship called "A Service to Remember" at 5  p.m. from the park-
ing lot where people can come to church, stay in their cars and lis-
ten via the FM transponder.  The service will also be shared on 
Zoom.  There will not be an indoor Zoom Christmas Eve worship 
service.  As envisioned, this 5 p.m. service will be an abbreviated 
service of roughly 30 minutes with some traditional songs, some 
scripture and inspiration and an offering.  Glow sticks will be availa-
ble for the singing of Silent Night or you can use the flashlight app 
on your phone 

 

The rationale centered around our ability for evangelism and hospitality on a night when Trinity typi-
cally would see more visitors and guests and where we would have to turn people away due to size 
limitations. Our call and desire to be a people of justice and equity would be greatly affected if only 
the first 15 registrants were able to attend an in-person service and people have to be turned away 
at the door. This is a year and season like no other, and although it is something different, Trinity is 
blessed to have so many people who are open and flexible to experiencing the Holy Spirit in new 
and atypical ways.   

 

If you are interested in helping assemble luminaries for the sidewalk or parking lot please contact 
the office.  

 

Grace to you, and peace, 

Pastor April 



 

 
2020 Winter Clothing Drive to benefit South Washington Cares program 

Trinity once again is fortunate to have volunteers who generously either purchased new clothing items or 
donated money for clothing items for children whose families are near the poverty line or are homeless. 

We received a list from the school district with 14 children pre-K through 8th grade. The clothing needs for 
these kids included jackets, snow pants, boots and gloves. We purchased 45 pieces of winter apparel for 
these kids. We completed delivery on November 10th. Even though it was during 
the 1st 10 days of November, the weather was mild. Now that we are experiencing 
more winter like weather, we know that these 14 kids all have warm 
winter clothing this year.  

Thank you to all who volunteered time, effort and money this year. 

Mission and Action Committee 

Kathie Wilkinson 

Greetings Trinity Members and Friends,  

 

At the October 2020 Session meeting it was decided to continue with online 
Zoom-only worship through November 15, 2020. The Zoom meeting number 
will continue to change monthly.  Due to the occurrence of Zoom-Bombing, 
Trinity is not able to post Zoom worship meeting information on the website or 

on Trinity’s Facebook page.  Zoom worship information will be communicated via email, Friday Blast, or by 
inquiring through the church office.  We continue to be profoundly appreciative of your patience and flexibility 
as we navigate periodical technological challenges.  The Session has approved a phased plan for returning 
to in-person worship and activities, which you will see below. This plan provides guid-
ance for moving forward in a safe, responsible, and supportive way.  Again, thank you 
for your patience.  

 

Beginning November 29, 2020 Trinity will offer both Zoom worship and a Hybrid In-
Person Worship service.  See the Trinity Policy on Reopening Worship for additional 
information.  

  

Many thanks for your flexibility and patience as we navigate these uncharted wa-
ters. Please keep health care workers, first-responders, care givers, governmental lead-
ers, and those affected or infected in your thoughts and prayers.  

 

Grace to you, and peace, Pastor April 

 

Note: To create your in-person reservation, use the following page address or go to 
Trinity’s website and click on Hybrid Worship. https://www.trinitywoodbury.org/covid-19-respoonse  

In-Person Worship Begins Sunday, 11/29  

 

Welcome Room Makeover ---Thank you to all who contributed time and talents!  
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Trinity Presbyterian Program Financial Summary Thru month of Oct-20 

 Month Actual YTD Actual YTD Budget Annual Budget 

Total Program Donations $15,575.91 $193,917.66 $182,943.54 $219,532.26 

Total Program Expenditures $15,375.14 $151,561.70 $191,636.53 $229,737.73 

Donations Less Expenses $200.77 $42,355.96 ($8,692.99) ($10,205.47) 

Checking Roll Forward Add $833.37 $8,333.70 $8,333.34 $10,000.00 

Income Less Expenses $1,034.14 $50,689.66 ($359.65) ($205.47) 

     

Mortgage Fund Donations $3,599.99 $48,876.79   

Mortgage Expense $6,269.32 $62,693.20   

Mortgage Balance $267,149.76    

Your continued support is needed! 

Give online with ease. Try VANCO. Don’t forget 

that there is a convenient way to give to the 

church.  Contact the office with questions.      

Trinity’s Text to Give#: 855-481-8171 or 

www.trinitywoodbury.org/donate. 

 

SCRIP  
ORDERS DUE: 
Tuesday, 12/6 

The holiday season is just around the corner 
and GIFT CARDS are a wonderful way to say 

“Happy Holidays!” 

Grow Your Generosity 

Being motivated by the needs of others — rather than the personal benefits of being charitable — is a key 

factor in enjoying the many perks of generosity. In other words, you can’t fake it and still reap its rewards. 

You can, however, more genuinely contribute your time, money, and talents. “Generous impulses can be 

learned, and it’s exhilarating when you just get out there and try it,” says Notre Dame sociologist Hilary Da-

vidson, PhD, coauthor of The Paradox of Generosity. To get started, she suggests taking stock of your re-

sources — looking at time as much as money — and finding small ways these resources might be used for 

the good of others. Consider these ideas: 

Start small. Make an extra pan of lasagna for a sick friend, buy a cup of coffee for the next person in line, 

share your pocket change, volunteer at a church, or just give someone a hug or pat on the back. (Touch is 

a powerful, direct way to give; it releases oxytocin, which promotes trust, cooperation, and sharing.)  

Join a team. Paint the sets for a school play, join a church committee, coach a Little League team, get in-

volved in a community improvement organization, work a phone bank, or team up with others to clean up a 

beach or local park. 

Support a cause. Volunteer at a soup kitchen, run a 5K to fight cancer, help support your church financial-

ly, walk dogs at a local shelter, attend (or chair!) a fundraiser for your child’s school, collect groceries for a 

local food bank, or make an annual pledge to a charity close to your heart. 

                                   

You may also choose "Trinity        

Presbyterian Church" (of 

Woodbury) as your preferred 

charity on Smile.Amazon.com.  
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YGP will resume af-

ter the New Year!                                      

Time:  5-6:00 pm                

via Zoom 
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 Peace be with you! This year youth group will dare to live into Jesus’ 

transforming love as we try out a combined hybrid youth group model.  

Trinity Presbyterian, North Church & New Life Presbyterian will join together 

to fellowship, learn and laugh once a week. Each week after we will meet 

virtually from 5pm-6pm and get together once a month in person while ob-

serving safe practices.  

 This will be a new adventure for all of us as we journey together, we be-

lieve that we are stronger together, and together we are the body of Christ.  

Here are the links to the churches websites so you can find out more info 

about each other if you like: 

trinitywoodbury.org, northchurch-mn.org, newlifechurchroseville.org/home

 With Joy, Pastors April, James & Riz 

  
 

 

 

The Beatitudes:  An Illustrated Curriculum is a twelve
-session, verse-by-verse study of the Beatitudes from 
the Gospel of Matthew.  

Designed to be led virtually, this study explores Je-
sus’ timeless teaching through art, reflection, and dis-
cussion. This passage is full of wisdom that will en-
rich families and churches by exploring Jesus’ vision 
of God’s inclusive kingdom, observing how Jesus 
turned expectations and traditional beliefs about be-
ing blessed upside down, and imagining ways to live 
into the promises of Jesus’ Beatitudes. 

Twelve sessions that include the following: 

Welcome and Chat: Includes a Welcome Question 
that you can use to engage in informal conversation 
while everyone joins the virtual space you're using. 

Beatitude Reflection: A script that is meant to be 
used for leading these sessions online or via pre-
recorded video. It will walk participants through the 
Beatitude that is the focus of the session. 

Blessing: Gives you a chance to offer a blessing to 
the participants that ties in the focal scripture and/or 
Beatitude. 

Imagining and Coloring: We encourage leaders to 
use the coloring page and discussion questions for 
imagining, coloring, and discussing. 

Activity: We provide you with a possible activity for 
each session that inspires a deeper understanding 
and practice of the Beatitudes. 

Prayer: A simple way that you can use to close each 
of the sessions with the participants. 

If you have questions, please contact Pastor April. 

               DEC 6 & 20, JAN 3 & 17         
TIME: 4 - 5:00 pm via Zoom                            

Content: Beatitudes study with activities.                                                      

REMOTE CHURCH SCHOOL  

Remote Church School  

is for K-6th Graders and 

meets the first and third 

Sundays monthly via 

Zoom. 

Trinity would like to thank each and every individual that has shared their gifts and talents 

to enhance worship! The list is large. Your participation is appreciated by everyone that 

you have shared with! Please forgive any omissions. Thank you!!! 

Music Leaders, Special Music, Moment for Generosity speakers, Liturgists, Slideshow 

Technicians, and more! Jane & Rick Wasiluk, Neal Strand, Scott and Leslie 

VanderVeer, John Upson, Jerry Loomis, Sandy Strand, Brad Wright, Miriam, John, 

Edward and Tove Griffiths, Juliana and Sara Vlcek, Angela Roesler, Catherine 

Leatherdale, Jay Wilkinson, Dan Freeman, Handbells Group, 4Praise, Remote Choir, 

Emilia Effiom, Lynn Bahta, Sue and Mike Schenck, Joan Nichols, Ken Latham, Samuel 

and Eyana Mosisa...and anyone else that that has lent a hand. Thanks again!  



 

6. 

Trinity Presbyterian is now using Mobile Phone Test Alerts! 

Servant Keeper Notify is a Rapid Alert & Communication System 

built for Churches and its various groups. Through it, Trinity has 

the ability to send out alerts/messages with rapid speed! If inter-

ested, please contact the church office. Only one text per month 

maximum. 

 

Wednesdays 

12:00 pm  

Prayer-Full Pause  

 

Details: 10 minutes of prayer-full pause on Trinity's 
Facebook  page through FACEBOOK LIVE. The 
prayer-full pause will also be saved on Trinity's FB 
page and posted on Trinity's website.  

Facebook  
Prayer 

 

  

 

TRINITY TEXT ALERTS 

 

Tuesdays @ 2 :00- ZOOM Bible study.  

Details: Gather via Zoom from 2:00 to 3:00 pm 
Contact Pastor April with questions. 

 

 
Contemporary Issues Discussion - December  

Dec 9, 16, 23, 30. Wednesdays 6-7pm via Zoom 
Finding Our Place at the Manger 

We see the nativity scene throughout the Advent season, on greeting cards, under Christmas trees, or 
brightly illuminated on the lawns of public places. This scene depicts a romanticized version of Jesus’ 
birth narratives found in Matthew and Luke, complete with wise men who traveled long distances to join 
the shepherds and holy family. Yet these paintings or figurines can lead to a glossed-over experience 
of the individual characters and their importance in our lives. 

The purpose of this study is to look beyond the presentation of the nativity scene so that participants 
can find their place at the manger. Each session of this four-session study will examine what we know 
about those who were there to witness the birth of Jesus: Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the wise 
men. Throughout each session, participants will not only look at these characters in Scripture but also 
how they speak to us in our modern context so that we may find where we fit in as we await the joy of 
Jesus’ birth.  -Pastor April 

 

 

   

Happy Birthday to Trinity’s December Birthdays! 

Tuesdays   

2:00 pm 


