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The Order of Worship 

21st Sunday of Ordinary Time (A) 

August 23, 2020 
  

* Please rise as you are able/† Items projected on the screen 
 

Prelude   "Love Divine All Loves Excelling" and  

"Thy Little Ones Dear Lord Are We"  Trad. Hymns and 

Piano Selections by Tove Griffiths and Nancy Faber   

Miriam, Tove and Edward Griffiths 

 

   

http://www.trinitywoodbury.org/


 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

 

†*Call to Worship   

One: Our help is from God, who made heaven and earth. 

 Come to worship the One who answers our prayers. 

All:  If God were not on our side, we could not live. 

 If God were not for us, we would be swept away. 

One: God has gifted each one of us in unique ways. 

 In our variety, we complement one another. 

All:  We rejoice in God’s love and faithfulness. 

 Blessed be our God, whose word is true. 

One:  In thankfulness, we bring our joyous songs. 

 We are here to pay attention to God’s instructions. 

All:  We are here, seeking to discern God’s will. 

 We are open to God’s transforming Spirit.  
 

†*Hymn#389 “Come and Sing the Praise of the Lord”  

 

†Prayer of Confession  

One: We who look with horror at the oppression of the 

pharaohs of Egypt need to view our own privileged 

positions.  We, like the ancient rulers, enjoy the fruits of 

others’ hard labor, the benefits of their slave-like toil.  

We eat food picked by migrant laborers and wear 

clothing sewn in sweatshops.  Our insensitivity separates 

us from God.  



 

 

 

All: O God, we did not realize  

that we are among the rich oppressors  

of this world.   

We think we are poor  

when we cannot have everything we want.   

Keep us from misusing the power we have.  

We confess our fear of those who are unlike us.   

We set up barriers against them when we are afraid.   

Keep us from acting in ways that alienate and divide.  

When we are tempted  

to conform to the world’s standards,  

set before us the higher model of  

sacrifice and service  

that is given to us in Jesus,  

in whose name we pray.   
 

  Time of silent confession… 
 

†The Words of Assurance  

One: God gives us grace to think with sober judgment 

and to act with confident faith.  By that grace, we have 

unique gifts to use within the body of Christ.  God 

forgives and heals and empowers us with new insights 

and expanded capacity to serve.  In humble obedience, 

we learn the joy of following Jesus and living for the 

highest good for all.  

All:   Thanks be to God! 



 

 

 

†*Joyful Response#441   

“Hear the Good News of Salvation”   v. 1 

Hear the good news of salvation: 

Jesus died to show God’s love. 

Such great kindness! Such great mercy! 

Come to us from heaven above. 

Jesus Christ, how much I love you! 

Jesus Christ, you save from sin! 

How I love you! Look upon me. 

Love me still and cleanse within. 
 

†*The Peace   

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

You are invited to greet those around you with words 

and signs of God’s reconciling peace. 
 

†Sung Prayer for Illumination   Hymn#288 

 “Spirit of the Living God” 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 

Epistle Lesson Romans 12.1-8 

 

 



 

 

 

Special Music  “Come Thou Fount”   trad. hymn (arr) 

John, Miriam, Tove and Edward Griffiths 
 

Gospel Lesson   Matthew 16.13-20 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God!  

 

Message      Rev. Dr. April Davis Campbell 
 

†*Hymn#13 “The Mighty God with Power Speaks”  

    

†*Affirmation of Faith   
We believe that what we see before us  

is never all that is possible, 

 that beyond our present  

is a future which could be new 

  with more than enough for all, 

  and compassion greater than our own. 

We believe in a God who comes to the fearful people 

 across waters of life which threaten to swamp us 

  and whose company is love 

   beyond our understanding. 

We believe in a greater power for good 

 than anything within each of us and all of us, 

  which stands between us 

   and at the center of the universe 

    in ways of mystery and grace. 
 (from In This Hour: Liturgies for Pausing,  

Dorothy McRae-McMahon) 



 

 

 

Prayers of the People/Pastoral Prayer  
(Prayer requests can be made via the chat function on Zoom). 

†Invitation to Prayer (Let us sing together) #470 v. 2 

“There Is a Longing in Our Hearts” 

Refrain  There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord, 

for you to reveal yourself to us. 

There is a longing in our hearts for love 

we only find in you, our God. 

 

Verse 2  For wisdom, for courage, for comfort: 

hear our prayer. 

In weakness, in fear: 

be near; hear our prayer, O God. 
Refrain 

 

†*The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 



 

 

 

Reception of Tithes & Offerings   

†*Offertory Response#701 “Lord, Prepare Me”   

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 

pure and holy, tried and true. 

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 

sanctuary for you. 

 

†*Unison Offertory Prayer 

Receive our offering, gracious God,  

as an expression of our thankfulness.  

In your church,  

we are privileged to cultivate the dimensions  

of our lives that give meaning and purpose  

to all we do.   

Here we become aware  

that the greatest gifts we receive are not material,  

and we learn how best to use  

the particular gifts you give us.   

At the same time,  

you show us  

how our material advantages can help others. 

May many be blessed through our sharing  

of these offerings and our sharing of ourselves.   

Amen.  
 

†*Hymn#382 “Heaven Is Singing for Joy”   



 

 

 

†*Responsive Blessing and Sending 

One:  Serve the world as people transformed by God. 

 Let others know God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

All:  We seek to live as Jesus taught. 

 We seek to embody trust in God and love of all. 

One:  Daily God renews our energy  

and confirms our gifts. 

In Christ we are drawn away from conformity  

to the world. 

All:  Our agenda is to discern and do God’s will. 

 We aim to use well the gifts God has given. 

One:  Remember that God is on our side. 

 God calls us into community with one another. 

All:  In Christ, there are no enemies. 

 We recognize all people as God’s children.  

 

Postlude “Sonatina in A Minor”  by Jiri Antonin Benda 

Edward Griffiths 
 

   
Portions of the liturgy adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship 

Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 2 © 2013 Westminster John Knox 

Press.  Taught by Love, Worship Resources for Year A by Lavon Bayler, 

p.134-135 (Pilgrim Press, 2002).   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Musicians: 
Miriam Griffiths violin and vocal 

John Griffiths - vocal 

Tove Griffiths - Viola, piano, and vocal 

Edward Griffiths - piano, cello, and vocal 

Hymn song leader - Leslie Vanderveer  

Guitar - Rick Wasiluk  

Service pianist - Jane Wasiluk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Announcements 
 
*Reminder please mute your microphone when 

joining worship via Zoom.  You can also disable 

the video from your camera if you like.  After 

worship you can turn on your microphone and 

the video from the camera for the fellowship 

time.  

 

*Tuesdays @ 2 Bible Study – Wine in the Bible and 

Psalm 104 

 

*Prayer-Full Pause  

Wednesdays at noon Live on Trinity’s FB page.   

Also saved on Trinity’s FB page and posted on 

Trinity's website.   

https://www.trinitywoodbury.org/videos   

 

*Contemporary issues discussion Wednesdays in 

August from 6-7 on Zoom.  A History of Racism in 

the United States. 

 

*Drive-Up Prayer from 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. on 

Thursdays in the Trinity parking lot.   
 

 

 
 

https://www.trinitywoodbury.org/videos


 

 

 

NRS Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and 

sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 

a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- 

what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the 

grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 

think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, 

but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 

measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one 

body we have many members, and not all the members 

have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one 

body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 

another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the 

grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 

ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the 

exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the 

leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

NRS Matthew 16:13 Now when Jesus came into the 

district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

"Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" 14 And 

they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 

and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 He 

said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon 

Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the 

living God." 17 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are 

you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I 

tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 
19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 20 

Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone 

that he was the Messiah. 

 

 

 

 

 


